
 

Wayne Amateur Radio Club - W8WOO  

Serving Wayne County Ohio since 1972 • We’ll be listening on 147.21 (PL 88.5) & 443.175 (No PL) 

The Club meets on the third Thursday of every month at the Wayne County Communications Center on the corner of Burbank and 
Oldman Roads in Wooster. Meetings start at 7:30pm. 

 

OCTOBER 19, 2006 MEETING • Our next regular meeting is this Thursday at 7:30pm and we are 
privileged to have Richard Swain (KK8O) from Galion, Ohio, to discuss with us the duties and 
responsibilities of an ARRL Official Observer. What is an Official Observer? Visit this ARRL web site link 
and you will find out - http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/am_aux.html . Amateur Radio has a proud 
heritage of “policing its own” and has little tolerance for “bad actors”. However, there are times that things 
happen inadvertently or in error. How does the amateur world deal with it? Let’s let Richard tell us. Below is 
a description of this ARRL position: 

 
Official ARRL Field Organization Appointment Description: Official Observer 

 
The Official Observer program has been sponsored by the League for more than 50 years to help amateurs help each other. 
Official Observer appointees have assisted thousands of amateurs to maintain their transmitting equipment and operating 
procedures in compliance with the regulations. The object of the OO program is to notify amateurs by mail of operating/technical 
irregularities before they come to the attention of the FCC.  
The OO is also the backbone of the Amateur Auxiliary to the FCC. OOs are certified in the Auxiliary by passing a mandatory 
written examination.  
The OO performs his function by listening rather than transmitting, keeping an ear out for such things as frequency instability, 
harmonics, hum, key clicks, broad signals, distorted audio, over deviation, out-of-band operation, etc. The OO completes his task 
once the notification card is sent.  
In hard-core rules violations cases, OOs refer problems to higher echelons of the Amateur Auxiliary, and may be requested to 
gather evidence for possible FCC enforcement actions. Requirements follow:  

1. Must take and pass examination to be certified as a member of the Amateur Auxiliary, an FCC requirement, based on study of 
the ARRL's Amateur Auxiliary Training Manual.  

2. Must be an ARRL Full Member and have been a licensee of Technician Class or higher for at least four years.  
3. Must report to the OO Coordinator regularly on FSD-23.  
4. Maintain regular activity in sending out advisory notices as needed.  

The OO program is one of the most important functions of the League. A sincere dedication to helping our brother and sister 
amateurs is required for appointment. Recruitment of new hams and League members is an integral part of the job of every 
League appointee. Appointees should take advantage of every opportunity to recruit a new ham or member to foster growth of 
Field Organization programs, and our abilities to serve the public.  
FSD-110 (2/97)  

 

 CODE CLASS GETTING STARTED • Several of our members have shown interest in improving their 
Morse Code (CW) skills with the view of upgrading their license class. For those of you who are interested, 
we will be starting a class that will meet at 6:30pm (just before our regular meeting) at the Wayne County 
Communication Center (our regular meeting place). We are going to experiment with a method that you are 
probably not familiar with. It’s called the Koch method. If you would like to get a head start, download the 
free program from G4FON.net. We will have CD’s with this program available at the meeting. All in all, you 
set your own pace, we just watch. Call Russ (K8RMC) or email him at rmcquate@sssnet.com and let him 
know if you will be attending. 
 

 IF YOU MISSED THE SEPTEMBER MEETING • Jim DeLucca (N8ULN) and Herman Gibbs (KD8PD) 
brought in some of their home-brewed and vintage radio equipment. These gentlemen have been to the 
heart of amateur radio. They still have a lot of fun communicating in the AM mode and tuning up their own 
hand made tuners. As Herman puts it … “We couldn’t afford the fancy rigs in the old days and we made due 
with what was available and accessible.” Thank you Jim and Herman for a fine and informative 
presentation. 
 
NOVEMBER • For our November 16, 2006 meeting we have scheduled David Shaeffer (K8DMS) from 
Lakeville, OH. He will talk about his PVC Portable Tower Construction Project.  David had an article appear 
in the February 2005 issue of QST starting on page 87. For those of you who do not save your QST’s, we 
will publish his article in the next newsletter or you can visit the ARRL web site and locate his article. 
 
DECEMBER • For our meeting on December 21, 2006, John Gareis will talk to us about the amateur’s role in 
support of the Red Cross. John is the director of the Wooster chapter of the American Red Cross. Currently, 
the Wooster chapter is located across the street from the new library construction. 

 
DX CLUB • The DX Club meets at various locations on the fourth Tuesday of each month. This month, the 
group will meet on October 24th at the home of John Bastin (K8AJS). All Hams interested in discussing ham 
radio and DX are invited. Check the WARC web site for details.  
 
HAM EVENTS & CONTESTS • For details and information on hamfests or contests, please use the following 
links: ARRL Hamfest Calendar AND 8 Day Contest Calendar
 
LET’S GET READY FOR THIS MONTH’S MEETING • Below is a quiz that we have included (with ARRL 
permission) from N0AX’s Radio Puzzler book. We’ll have the answers at the meeting so you can see if you 
really know your rules.  

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/am_aux.html
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/am_aux.html
mailto:rmcquate@sssnet.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/weeklycont.php


 
 
ANYTHING TO ADD? • If you have any announcements that you want to put in a newsletter or you feel 
inclined to write an article, let me know. You can email me at K8RMC@arrl.net and I’ll do my best to get it in 
writing. 

mailto:K8RMC@arrl.net
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